LA GOLD AT OULTON PARK
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championship and with just six class B cars that meant he
only had to beat one class B car, just as long as I followed
him home.
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LA GOLD AT OULTON PARK

ISl ESS s >
There's a new kid on the block in kit car racing and it goes by the name of LA Gold - ‘LA’
for ‘Live Axle’. It is the creation of Ivan Gilmour at Procomp Motorsport who has been
building engines and setting up suspensions on kit cars for a number of years and so has
a pretty good idea of what works and what doesnt. In fact - in partnership with 750 Club
member Mike Topp - his team has won the kit car championship on a number of
occasions with a Westfield.

Ivan decided to design his own car based around the 750 Club championship
regulations. One of the key factors is that spherical bearings are not allowed. So, Ivan
built a rig and spent a lot of time experimenting with various bushing materials. He also
spent a lot of time getting the angles right in the suspension wishbones and trailing arms.
He felt it was important to have suspension that worked, rather than heavy springs that
stopped things moving - to the wrong place.

In the true spirit of the 750 Motor Club - affordable racing - Ivan built in the option of
a Ford Escort axle or one that was easier to find and cheaper into the bargain - the Lada
axle, The Lada axle is dimensionally the same as the Escort and you've a choice of 3.9, 4.1
or 4.3 differentials. You can’t buy a slipper-diff for the Lada axle but you aren’t allowed
one in the regulations anyway so it's no hardship.

Ivan used a lot of Sierra parts because they aren’t hard to find in the breaker’s yard
and the bodywork is basic Seven style but with side exit panels to get the air out from
under the bonnet. Fibre-glass and sheet aluminium are the order of the day and while it
might not look exactly stunning - or original - the car | drove weighed in at 519 kilos.
Since you are not allowed aluminium gearbox cases or diff housings this is a very
respectable weight. Ivan's philosophy right from the start was not to compromise the
handling to save weight. The chassis is strong and this gives you a stable platform - the
basis for any good handling car.

Cost of a base kit is which gets you the chassis, the panels with pedals and a
single hoop roll cage. An aluminium bodywork set with templates - cut out and bend up
yourself - comes iin at £150. To this you have to add the cost of your engine/gearbox/axle
and steering parts. Depending on how much work you do yourself and how much you
spend on the engine, gearbox and dampers/springs/wheels, the cost of a finished car can
vary from to If you're interested, the best bet is to discuss all the options
with Ivan, on 0121 350 3258.
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Ego builder: the LA Gold is one of the best handling front-engined RWD cars Dave’s driven... sure footed enough to make even him look quick! Inset: trusting car owner Mike Topp

Gold star: Dave was
disappointed not to
break into the 1m 125,
but a new lap record
was some consolation.
Not that Rave will
have any of it...

what action to take... But I simply swerved onto the grass.
I was busy correcting the mess I was in and could see
Martin sideways but still on the black bit, then, somehow,
he gathered it all up and disappeared down the hill.

I managed to make my way back onto the track, not
quite last but almost. From where 1 was sitting it looked
like the guy who caused the accident just drove straight
into the back of Martin’s car - and it wasn’t a tap either.
Over-excitement perhaps?

I gained on the car ahead quite quickly and I could hear

Murray Walker in my lid saying: “catching is one thing,
passing is another”, I made up my mind to go straight by
wherever I caught him and it was a case of going up the
inside under braking. No problem at all, no contact and it
was all very gentlemanly. My car was obviously quicker
and the other driver was courteous enough not to make
life hard for me.

I seemed to gain quite a few places and then 1 was on
my own. I concentrated hard and began to explore the
handling on the fast drying line. On the one left-hander it
wasn’t great but you could live with it here, and on the
rest of the circuit it was nothing less than wonderful. You
had to brake in a straight line, or it moved about a lot, but

the balance under power was superb. 1 had a little
performance meter in the SPA Microdash and the little
arrow was just glued in the upward direction. Each lap
was faster than the one before and then there was the
finish line.

Martin finished second in class and won the overall
Championship for the kit cars. Congratulations young
man, a great finish for the team and the LA Gold’s first
year on the circuits. Mike downloaded my lap times and I
was disappointed not to break into the 12s. I had a final
lap of Imin 13.19 seconds but I know that if I had a few
more laps I would have made the 12s - honest.

Then came the result sheet. Mike looked very surprised,
as did everyone else because I had made fastest lap in the
class. Then competitions secretary Robin Knight pointed
out that I was now the new lap record holder! T was over
the moon, not to be a lap record holder, but because it
proves how good this car is. The previous day 1 had gone
well under the lap record after sitting in the car for the
first time - on a track I had never driven before - in just
ten laps. It really is a bit embarrassing because the car is
flattering the driver but what the hell - I'm a star, Rave
always knew it!




